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Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO 


RESOLUTION  NO.  1 

CONSTITUTIONAL  AMENDMENT 

Election  of  Officers  and  Executive 

Council  Members  Every  Two  Years 

1.  Section  13  of  Article  IV  is  amended  by 
adding  the  following  new  sentence  to  the  end 
of  the  present  section : 

Commencing  with  the  election  in  October 
1965,  Officers  and  Executive  Council  members 
will  be  elected  for  a  two  (2)  year  term  and 
nominations  and  elections  for  Officers  and  Ex- 
ecutive Council  members  will  be  held  every  two 
(2)  years. 

2.  Section  3  of  Article  V  is  amended  by  strik- 
ing one  year  and  inserting  two  years  so  that 
the  new  section  will  read  as  follows : 

Section  3.  The  election  of  the  Executive 
Council,  consisting  of  four  (4)  Executive 
Officers  and  thirty-one  (31)  Vice  Presi- 
dents shall  be  by  secret  ballot  in  accordance 
with  the  procedures  outlined  in  Article  IV, 
Sections  6  and  12,  and  they  shall  be  elected 
for  a  term  of  two  (2)  years.  A  plurality  of 
the  votes  cast  for  each  of  the  officers  shall 
decide  the  election. 
(Submitted  by  Executive  Council  of  the  Mass. 
State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO.) 


RESOLUTION  NO.  2 

CONSTITUTIONAL  AMENDMENT 
Increase  in  Per  Capita 

1.  To  change  the  first  sentence  of  Section  1 
of  Article  VIII  so  that  the  monthly  per  capita 
tax  is  increased  from  five  to  six  cents  per 
month  so  that  the  new  first  sentence  will  read 
as  follows  : 

Section  1.  Each  local  union  affiliate  shall 
pay  a  monthly  per  capita  tax  at  the  rate  of 
six  cents  (6^)  per  month  for  each  of  their 
dues-paying   members. 

2.  To  change  Section  3  of  Article  VIII  so 
that  the  monthly  fee  for  local  central  bodies 
and  for  local  unions  with  60  or  less  members  is 
increased  from  $3.00  per  month  to  $3.50  per 
month  so  that  the  amended  section  will  read  as 
follows  : 

Section  2.  Local  central  bodies  other  than 
local  unions  and  local  unions  with  sixty 
(60)  or  less  members  shall  pay  a  monthly 
fee  of  three  dollars  and  fifty  cents  ($3.50). 
The  above  changes  shall  become  effective 
January  1,   1966. 

(Submitted  by  Executive  Council  of  the  Mass. 
State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.   3 

CONSTITUTIONAL  AMENDMENT 
Removal  of  Directors  of  Departments 

1.  Whereas:  The  Fourth  Paragraph  of  Ar- 
ticle IX  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Massachu- 
setts State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  states  as 
follows  :  "Directors  of  the  Departments  shall  be 
subject  to  review  for  reconfirmation  at  the  first 
meeting  following  each  Convention,"   and 

2.  Whereas  :  The  Constitution  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO  makes 
provision  for  the  replacement  of  a  Director 
"for  cause",  and 

3.  Whereas:  This  section  is  contrary  to  the 
practice  set  forth  by  the  National  AFL-CIO  in 
which  Directors  are  appointed  for  life,  and 

4.  Whereas  :  The  Massachusetts  State  Labor 
Council,  AFL-CIO  should  follow  the  practice  of 
the  National  AFL-CIO  in  the  appointment  of 
Director  s,  now  therefore 

Be  it  Resolved  :  That  the  Fourth  Paragraph 
of  Article  IX  of  the  Constitution  be  deleted. 

(Submitted  by  Executive  Council  of  the  Mass. 
State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO.) 


RESOLUTION  NO.  4 

CONSTITUTIONAL  AMENDMENT 

Increase  in  Registration  Fee 

For  Delegates 

_  1.  To  amend  the  second  paragraph  of  Sec- 
tion 10  of  Article  IV  to  increase  the  registra- 
tion fee  of  each  delegate  from  five  to  seven 
dollars  so  that  the  new  paragraph  will  read  as 
follows  : 

"Each  credential  shall  be  accompanied  by  a 
$7.00  (seven  dollar)  registration  fee  for  each 
delegate  payable  to  Mass.  State  Labor  Council, 
AFL-CIO." 

(Submitted  by  Executive  Council  of  the  Mass. 
State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO.) 

RESOLUTION   NO.  5 

CONSTITUTIONAL  AMENDMENT 

Vice  Presidents  from 

Worcester  County 

Amend  Article  V,  Section  2(a)  of  the  Consti- 
tution as  follows  : 

Amend  District  (5) — by  adding — "One  (1) 
to  be  from  section  represented  by  Worcester 
Central  Labor  Council  and  one  (1)  to  be  from 
section  represented  by  North  Worcester  County 
Central  Labor  Council." 

(Submitted  by:  North  Worcester  County 
Central  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  6 

For  a  State  Tax  System  Based  on 
Ability  to  Pay 

Whereas :  a  sales  tax  is  a  regressive  form  of 
taxation,  hurting  those  least  able  to  pay  or  to 
resist,  and 

Whereas :  any  fair  system  of  taxation  should 
be  based  on  ability  to  pay,  and 

Whereas  :  labor  has  traditionally  opposed  any 
tax  system  which  hits  those  persons  least  able 
to  pay,  and 

Whereas:  the  National  AFL-CIO  and  the 
Mass.  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO  have  con- 
sistently opposed  the  unfair  and  regressive  sales 
tax. 

Therefore :  be  it  resolved  that  this  Convention 
reaffirm  labor's  historical  position  in  opposi- 
tion to  any  sales  tax  for  Massachusetts  and  in- 
struct its  legislative  department  and  agent  to 
continue  to  oppose  any  sales  tax  for  Massa- 
chusetts, 

Be  it  further  resolved  that  a  copy  of  this 
resolution  be  mailed  to  every  candidate  for 
state  office  and  for  the  General  Court  and  to 
every  affiliated  labor  union. 

(Submitted  by  Executive  Council  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO.) 


RESOLUTION  NO.  7 

Scholarship  Examinations 

Whereas :  The  Scholarship  awards  present  a 
feeling  of  pride  to  all  Union  members  of  the 
Mass.  State  Council,  AFL-CIO  in  being  able  to 
help  our  boys  and  girls  to  reach  their  goal  for 
a  higher  education  and, 

Whereas  :  all  students  desiring  to  participate 
in  the  examinations  should  have  the  opportu- 
nity to  study  the  materials  sent  out  by  the 
Council  for  a  reasonable  time  prior  to  the 
examination, 

Therefore  be  it  Resolved :  that  the  Education 
Director  shall  close  the  application  period  by 
February  15  and  shall  have  all  materials  sent 
out  to  participating  schools  not  less  than  21 
days  prior  to  the  date  of  the  examination  to 
be  held  during  the  month  of  April. 
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( Submitted     by :     North     Worcester     County 
Central  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO.) 


KESOLUTION  NO.  8 

Hospitals  Laundry  Assn.,  Inc. 

Whereas :  Some  of  our  Unionized  industries 
have  suffered  a  loss  of  volume  from  unfair  com- 
petition by  organizations  which  enjoy  tax  ad- 
vantages and  privileges  because  they  are  char- 
tered by  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 
as  educational  and  charitable  institutions  :  and 

Whereas  :  The  volume  lost  to  such  organiza- 
tions has  caused  layoffs  of  Union  workers  :  and 

Whereas :  Such  organizations  have  made  and 
are  making  determined  efforts  to  reach  out  fur- 
ther and  take  in  work  now  performed  by  em- 
ployees of  municipalities  :  and 

Whereas :  If  successful  they  will  cause  fur- 
ther displacements  of  workers  with  long  serv- 
ice and  possible  loss  of  jobs  :  and 

Whereas :  This  has  already  happened  in  the 
laundry  industry  through  the  actions  and  ac- 
tivities of  the  Hospitals  Laundry  Association, 
Inc.,  and  could  happen  in  other  industries  and 
affect  other  Unions  similarly :  now  therefore 
be  it 

Resolved :  That  this  Eighth  Annual  Conven- 
tion of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council, 
AFL-CIO,  hereby  go  on  record  as  opposed  to 
the  practice  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 
chusetts chartering  as  charitable  and  educa- 
tional any  organization  or  institution  which 
will  produce  a  product  or  sell  a  service  in  com- 
petition with  private  industry  and  request  more 
stringent  laws  and  regulations  on  such  prac- 
tice :  and  be  it  further 

Resolved :  That,  we  call  upon  the  Attorney 
General  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 
to  thoroughly  investigate  the  Hospitals  Laundry 
Association,  Inc.,  to  determine  in  what  way 
they  qualify  for  such  a  classification  just  how 
far  they  can  20  in  soliciting  work,  and  exactly 
how  much  and  in  what  way  do  they  contribute 
to  or  aid  charitable  and  educational  institutions 
and/or  causes. 

(Submitted  by  delegate  John  F.  Donovan, 
AFL-CIO  Laundry  and  Dry  Cleaning  Int'l. 
Union  Local  66,  Boston.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  9 

Union  Industry  Show 

Whereas :  The  Massachusetts  Union  Label 
and  Service  Trades  Council,  AFL-CIO,  in  con- 
vention assembled  did  unanimously  adopt  a 
resolution  providing  that  the  National  Depart- 
ment of  the  AFL-CIO  known  as  the  Union 
Label  and  Service  Trades  Department  be  in- 
vited to  bring  to  Boston  in  1967  or  as  soon 
thereafter  as  possible  its  famous  Union  Indus- 
try Show  :  and 

Whereas  :  This  show  was  last  held  in  Boston 
in  1952  in  the  then  old  and  inadequate  Me- 
chanics Building  and  thousands  were  unable  to 
gain  admission  because  of  the  limited  capacity : 
and 

Whereas :  Many  more  Unions  are  now  partic- 
ipating than  did  in  1952  due  to  the  merger  of 
the  A  F  of  L  and  the  CIO:  and 

Whereas :  Many  more  and  important  indus- 
tries are  participating  every  year  because  they 
realize  the  great  buying  power  of  the  Union 
memberships  :  and 

Whereas :  This  is  a  wonderful  example  of 
Union  Industry  cooperation  which  all  should  be 
able  to  see  :  and 

Whereas  :  Boston  now  has  a  new  and  wonder- 
ful War  Memorial  Auditorium  and  Exposition 
Hall  with  every  facility  available  for  every  type 
of  exhibit :  and 

Whereas  :  Due  to  its  strategic  location  handy 
to  exits  from  the  Massachusetts  Turnpike  and 
local  expressways  it  will  be  easily  accessible  to 
all :  and 

Whereas :    Boston's    Mayor    John    F.    Collins 


and  Massachusetts  Governor  John  A.  Volpe 
have  already  sent  letters  of  invitation  to  Joseph 
Lewis,  Secretary  Treasurer  of  the  Union  Label 
and  Services  Trade  Department,  AFL-CIO,  now 
therefore  be  it 

Resolved :  That  this  Convention  go  on  record 
as  joining  with  the  Massachusetts  Union  Label 
and  Service  Trades  Council  in  extending  a  sin- 
cere invitation  to  the  Union  Label  and  Service 
Trades  Department,  AFL-CIO  to  bring  its  fa- 
mous Union  Industry  Show  to  Boston  in  1967  or 
as  soon  thereafter  as  it  is  possible  to  do  so. 

(Submitted  by  delegates,  Louis  R.  Govoni, 
Hotel  Catering  &  Waitresses  #277,  Boston, 
John  F.  Donovan,  Laundry  &  Dry  Cleaning 
#66,  Boston,  John  Laffin,  American  Bakery  & 
Confectionery  Workers  #20,  Boston,  and 
others. ) 


RESOLUTION  NO.    10 

Union  Industry  Show  in  Boston 

Whereas :  The  Union  Industry  Show  of  the 
AFL-CIO  is  one  of  the  greatest  media  of  ad- 
vertising for  organized  Labor,  and 

Whereas :  When  it  was  held  in  Boston  in 
1952  the  Show  was  attended  by  a  tremendous 
number  of  people  who  for  the  first  time  were 
indoctrinated  in  the  operation  of  Labor  Union, 
and 

Whereas :  It  is  fitting  and  proper  that  the 
Show  again  be  held  in  this  Stronghold  of  the 
AFL-CIO, 

Therefore  now  be  it  resolved  :  That  this  Con- 
vention of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor 
Council  AFL-CIO  invite  the  Union  Industry 
Show  to  Boston  in   1967,  and 

Be  it  further  Resolved  :  That  the  Officers  and 
Executive  Council  of  the  Massachusetts  State 
Labor  Council  AFL-CIO  be  requested  to  do 
everything  in  their  power  to  bring  the  Show  to 
Boston. 

(Submitted  by  delegates  Joseph  A.  Sullivan 
and  Herbert  A.  Lee,  Meat  Cutters  District 
Union  Local  #2,  Natick. ) 


RESOLUTION  NO.   11 

Patronizing  Union  Food  Stores 

Whereas :  The  employees  of  Union  Food 
Stores  in  this  area  are  enjoying  conditions 
equal  for  the  most  part  to  those  anywhere  in 
the  United  States,  and 

Whereas :  The  Members  of  organized  labor 
in  Massachusetts  should  purchase  their  food  in 
any  of  the  organized  Food  Stores  in  Massachu- 
setts, and 

Whereas :  The  following  Food  Stores  have 
Contracts  with  AFL-CIO  Unions  in  Massachu- 
setts : — 

First  National  Stores,  Inc. 

Stop  &  Shop,  Inc. 

Elm  Farm  Foods  Company 

Supreme  Markets,  Inc. 

Capitol  Supermarkets,  Inc. 

Folsom's  Market 

Blair's  Foodland 

Mai's  Market 

Popular  Markets 

Burlington  I.G.A.  Stores 

Bridgewater  I.G.A.  Stores 

New  England  Food  Fair  Stores,  Inc. 

Lodgen's  Markets,  Inc. 

New  England  Poultry,  Inc. 

Great  Scott  Stores,  Inc. 

Chelmsford  Food  Distributors,  Inc. 

Malder  Food  Discounters 

Lee  Supermarkets 

Shelburne  Falls  Food  Freezer  Lockers 

Growere  Outlet  Stores,  Inc. 

Brockton  "Big  A" 
Also : — 

The  A  &  P  Stores  in  Taunton  and  in  West- 
ern Mass. 
Whereas :    The    members    of    organized    labor 
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should  cooperate  with  Union  Members  working 
in  Union  Food  Stores,  now  therefore  be  it 

Resolved  :  That  the  Delegates  to  this  annual 
Convention  assembled  in  Boston  do  hereby  go 
on  record  in  the  passage  of  this  Resolution  en- 
dorsing the  campaign  of  the  Food  Store  Unions 
of  the  AFL-CIO  to  get  all  members  to  shop  in 
Union  Food  Stores  in  their  home  areas,  and  be 
it  further 

Resolved :  That  the  Delegates  to  this  conven- 
tion bring  the  request  made  in  this  Resolution 
back  to  their  own  Locals  at  their  next  meeting, 
and  be  it  further 

Resolved  :  That  a  copy  of  this  Resolution  be 
sent  to  all  Locals  of  the  Massachusetts  State 
Labor  Council  AFL-CIO  so  that  the  Local  Of- 
ficers will  have  a  list  of  the  Union  Food  Stores 
in  Massachusetts  and  ask  their  Members  when 
shopping  in  Food  Stores  to  look  for  the  Union 
Food  Sign. 

BE  UNION!  BUY  UNION!  SHOP  UNION! 
(Submitted  by  delegates,  Joseph  A.  Sullivan 
and  Herbert  A.  Lee,  Meat  Cutters  District 
Union  Local  #2,  Natick.) 


RESOLUTION  NO.  12 

Condemnation  of  Non-Union 
Food  Markets 

Whereas :  The  Star  Market  Co.  and  other 
Non  Union  Retail  Food  Stores  are  in  direct 
competition  with  Union  Food  Stores,  .and 

Whereas :  The  Star  Market  Co.  and  other 
Non  Union  Food  Stores  are  undermining  the 
wages  and  working  conditions  of  Union  mem- 
bers and 

Whereas :  The  attitude  of  Star  Market  Co. 
and  other  Non  Union  Food  Stores  is  strongly 
anti-Union  and  should  be  deplored  by  members 
of  Organized  Labor  everywhere,  and 

Whereas  :  Non  Union  Food  Stores  in  the  Re- 
tail Business  do  not  give  their  employees  wages 
and  working  conditions  and  fringe  benefits 
comparable  to  those  given  to  employees  in 
Union  Retail  Food  Stores,  now  therefore 

Be  It  Resolved  :  That  this  Convention,  by  the 
passage  of  this  Resolution,  does  hereby  place 
the  Star  Market  Co.  on  the  "Unfair-Do  Not 
Patronize  List"  and  does  hereby  request  Mem- 
bers of  Organized  Labor  not  to  patronize  Star 
Market  Co.  or  any  Non  Union  Company  but  to 
look  for  the  Union  Shop  Card  when  shopping 
in  Retail  Food  Stores  and  shop  where  the 
Union  Shop  Card  is  displayed,  and 

Be  It  Further  Resolved  :  That  a  copy  of  this 
Resolution  be  sent  to  every  Local  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts State  Labor  Council  AFL-CIO  with  the 
request  that  the  matter  contained  in  the  Reso- 
lution be  called  to  the  attention  of  the  Members. 

(Submitted  by  delegates  Joseph  A.  Sullivan 
and  Herbert  A.  Lee,  Meat  Cutters  District 
Union  Local  #2,  Natick.) 


RESOLUTION   NO.   13 

Support  for  National  Teachers  Corps 

Whereas :  it  is  an  unfortunate  truth  that 
educational  opportunity  for  too  many  of  the 
children  of  our  nation  has  not  flourished  be- 
cause of  the  cultural  and  economic  blight  of 
their  communities  ;  and 

Whereas :  an  enlightened  teaching  force,  well- 
trained  and  informed,  and  consumed  with 
concern  for  all  the  children  of  our  land ; 
wherever  they  maybe,  can  instil  them  with  new 
hope  and  inspire  them  to  strong  effort ;  and 

Whereas :  it  is  an  established  fact  that  the 
services  of  competent  teachers  have  been  lim- 
ited and  undermined  by  area  deprivation  and 
deterioration  ;  and 

Whereas :  Senator  Edward  M.  Kennedy  of 
Massachusetts  in  his  National  Teacher  Corps 
has  initiated  an  educational  break-through 
which  can  provide  the  children  in  our  schools 
with   imaginative   free-minded  instructors   with 


the  wish  and  the  will  to  teach  those  in  greater 
need  ;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved :  that  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor 
Council,  AFL-CIO  commend  Senator  Edward 
Kennedy  for  his  proposal  to  establish  a  Na- 
tional Teacher  Corps,  in  which  teachers  can 
make  their  services  and  experience  available  to 
communities  seeking  to  supplement  their  edu- 
cational efforts,  and  ask  that  he  persist  in  his 
efforts  to  gain  the  establishment  of  such  a  pro- 
gram ;  and  be  it  finally 

Resolved  :  that  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor 
Council,  AFL-CIO  urge  its  member  locals  to 
support  this  far-sighted  plan  by  encouraging 
teachers  within  their  jurisdiction  to  participate 
with  whole-hearted  conviction. 

(Submitted  by:  Lynn  Teachers  Union,  Local 
No.  1037,  American  Federation  of  Teachers, 
AFL-CIO.) 


RESOLUTION  NO.   14 

Labor  Educational  Material 
for  Students 

Whereas,  the  National  Committee  on  Discus- 
sion and  Debate  has  chosen  for  the  1965-66 
High  School  Forensic  series  the  topic,  "What 
policy  in  labor-management  relations  will  best 
serve  the  people  of  the  United  States?"  and 

Whereas,   the  three  debate  propositions   are: 

1.  Resolved :  that  the  federal  government 
utilize  compulsory  arbitration  in  dis- 
putes in  basic  industries, 

2.  Resolved:  that  the  Federal  Government 
prohibit  the  union  shop 

3.  Resolved :  that  the  federal  government 
ban  industry-wide  bargaining  ;  and 

Whereas,  The  AFL-CIO  and  other  union 
agencies  have  prepared  materials  dealing  with 
the  evolution  of  collective  bargaining,  how  the 
process  operates  in  diverse  ways  today  and  the 
democratic  values  it  establishes  in  the  work- 
place ;  and 

Whereas,  it  is  essential  that  high  school  stu- 
dents be  informed  about  the  contributions  of 
the  organized  labor  movement ;  now  therefore 
be  it 

Resolved  ;  that  the  1965  convention  of  the 
Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council  AFL-CIO 
alert  its  member  locals  to  become  familiar  with 
the  AFL-CIO  publication  #36  entitled  "Collec- 
tive Bargaining — Democracy  on  the  Job"  'and 
be  it  further 

Resolved :  that  member  locals  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts State  Labor  Council  cooperate  in  pro- 
viding background  materials  to  students. 

(Submitted  by:  Lynn  Teachers  Union,  Local 
No.  1037,  American  Federation  of  Teachers, 
AFL-CIO.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.   15 

35  Hour  Week 

Whereas,  there  are  persistent  pockets  of 
distressed  areas  and  hard  cores  of  unemploy- 
ment not  only  in  Massachusetts  but  also  in 
other  parts  of  the  country,  and 

Whereas,  the  rate  of  unemployment  continues 
to  remain  high  in  Massachusetts,  and  in  the 
nation,  and 

Whereas,  there  is  need  for  economic  expan- 
sion and  growth  in  our  economy  at  a  higher 
rate  than  we  are  maintaining  at  present,   and 

Whereas,  there  is  a  definite  need  to  increase 
the  purchasing  power  of  our  consumers  to 
help  generate  the  economy  and  to  increase 
employment,  and 

Whereas,  history  shows  that  our  country 
has  made  tremendous  economic  progress  in 
the  past  when  the  work  week  was  reduced 
from  60  to  50  and  then  to  40  hours,  and 

Whereas,  the  full  impact  of  automation  on 
employment  has  not  as  yet  been  felt,  and 

Whereas,  there  will  be  need  for  90,000  addi- 
tional new  jobs  in   Massachusetts   alone  in  the 
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next  ten  years  due  to  the  increasing  labor 
force,  and 

Whereas,  there  is  not  only  a  need  to  spread 
employment  but  also  to  increase  the  leisure 
time  for  the  workers,  and 

Therefore  Be  It  Resolved  that  this  Conven- 
tion of  the  Mass.  State  Labor  Council,  AFL- 
CIO  endorse  the  principle  of  a  thirty-five  hour 
week  with  no  reduction  in  pay,  and 

Be  It  Further  Resolved  that  all  unions  be 
urged  to  obtain  the  thirty-five  hour  week  by 
collective  bargaining  and  by  federal  legisla- 
tion, and 

Be  It  Further  Resolved  that  a  copy  of  this 
Resolution  be  forwarded  to  the  National  AFL- 
CIO  office  for  appropriate  action. 

(Submitted  by  Executive  Council  of  Mass. 
State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO.) 


RESOLUTION  NO.  16 

Protection  of  the  Consumer 

Whereas,  the  consumer  has  been  neglected 
and  is  exploited  in  the  market  place,  and 

Whereas,  the  borrower  of  funds  is  often  mis- 
led as  to  the  true  rates  of  interest  in  install- 
ment purchases  and  loans  on  money,  and 

Whereas,  members  of  organized  labor  com- 
prise an  important  segment  of  our  consuming 
population  and  also,  are  borrowers  of  funds 
for  installment  purchases. 

Therefore  Be  It  Resolved  that  this  Conven- 
tion endorse  "The  Truth  in  Lending  Bill"  spon- 
sored by  Senator  Paul  Douglas  and  providing 
for  the  statement  of  true  rates  of  interest  on 
installment  purchases  and  loans  of  money,  and 

Be  It  Further  Resolved  that  a  copy  of  this 
resolve  be  sent  to  all  the  Senators  and  Con- 
gressmen from  Massachusetts,  and 

Be  It  Further  Resolved  that  the  Mass.  State 
Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO  continue  to  support 
on  a  state  level  the  Consumer  Council's  efforts 
to  protect  the  consumers  of  the  Commonwealth. 

(Submitted  by  Executive  Council  of  Mass. 
State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO.) 


RESOLUTION  NO.   17 

Unemployment  Insurance 

Whereas :  Public  response  to  the  shortcom- 
ings of  the  unemployment  insurance  program 
has  appeared  in  the  form  of  temporary  exten- 
sion of  benefits  in  recession  periods,  and 

Whereas :  While  the  wage  insurance  pur- 
poses of  the  program  are  being  neglected,  new 
problems  in  the  form  of  long-term  unemploy- 
ment due  to  economic  displacement  and  auto- 
mation have  arisen  and  call  for  some  adaptation 
of  the  unemployment  insurance  program  to 
new  needs  on  a  permanent  basis.  Therefore,  be 
it 

Resolved :  The  Massachusetts  AFL-CIO  shall 
continue  to  support  the  comprehensive  over- 
hauling and  improvement  of  the  unemployment 
insurance  system  under  a  single  federal  pro- 
gram. Pending  such  a  reorganization,  the  pro- 
gram can  be  made  to  meet  more  effectively  its 
purpose  through  federal  benefit  standards  and 
a  larger  federal  role  in  the  financial  structure. 

The  Massachusetts  AFL-CIO  supports  fed- 
eral measures  which  would  raise  the  weekly 
benefits  and  make  them  available  for  the  long- 
term  unemployed,  extend  coverage  to  those  now 
denied  any  wage  insurance,  and  improve  the 
financial  structure  by  providing  some  measure 
of  equalization  of  cost  and  broadening  of  the 
tax  base. 

The  Massachusetts  AFL-CIO  calls  also  for 
the  enactment  of  federal  standards  on  the 
duration,  eligibility,  and  disqualification  pro- 
visions of  state  laws. 

(Submitted  by  Executive  Council  of  Mass. 
State  Labor  Council,   AFL-CIO.) 


RESOLUTION  NO.   18 

Automation 

Whereas :  America  has  failed  to  meet  the 
challenge  of  technological  change.  Radical  in- 
novations continue  to  affect  the  jobs  of  today's 
workers  and  threaten  job  opportunities  to- 
morrow. Failure  to  meet  automation's  problems 
has  helped  cause  recurrent  recessions,  helped 
slow  America's  needed  growth  toward  greater 
strength  and  demonstrated  that  short-run  and 
long-run  solutions  are  not  the  problem  of 
American  workers  alone  but  a  national  respon- 
sibility, and 

Whereas:  The  Fifties  taught  America  some 
automation  lessons :  As  the  vast  new  tech- 
nology swept  through  basic  industries,  millions 
of  workers  in  mining,  railroads  and  manufac- 
turing found  their  jobs  destroyed  and  no  new 
jobs  in  sight.  Toward  the  end  of  the  1950's,  an- 
other fact  became  clear :  no  part  of  America's 
working  life  was  immune  to  automation's  ef- 
fects. The  office  worker,  the  technician,  the 
accountant,  the  teacher,  the  construction 
worker,  and  all  the  salesmen  were  to  feel  the 
effects,  directly  or  indirectly. 

Therefore,  be  it  resolved  :  The  Massachusetts 
AFL-CIO  recognizes  automation's  potential  as 
a  necessary  force  for  the  nation's  progress  and 
strength  and  will  work  with  all  responsible 
groups,  governmental  and  private,  toward  its 
successful  introduction  in  the  nation's  economy 
as  a  source  of  better  living  and  a  stronger  na- 
tional environment.  Joblessness  is  not  the  price 
of  progress  and  true  progress  cannot  occur  un- 
less automation's  challenge  is  met. 

The  Massachusetts  AFL-CIO  urges  all  af- 
filiates to  continue  to  work  for  increased  im- 
provements in  collective  bargaining  agreements 
to  safeguard  against  hardships  both  on  the 
job  and  from  joblessness  caused  by  automa- 
tion's  impact. 

The  Massachusetts  AFL-CIO  supports  legis- 
lative proposals  designed  to  help  prepare  for, 
adjust  to  and  cushion  the  impact  of  automa- 
tion. The  Congress  has  done  an  excellent  job 
of  assembling  information  on  needs  of  America 
for  better  over-all  economic  programs,  for  im- 
proved unemployment  benefits  and  employment 
service  structures,  for  specific  programs  de- 
signed to  prepare  America's  young,  special 
arrangements  for  older  workers  and  more  in- 
formation about  the  problems  still  to  come  in 
future  years,  but  it  has  not  passed  adequate 
legislation  to  meet  these  needs. 

(Submitted  by  Executive  Council  of  Mass. 
State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.   19 

Protection  Against  Exorbitant 
Prices  of  Drugs 

Whereas,  in  the  field  of  consumer  protection, 
organized  labor  must  take  a  leading  role  in 
behalf  of  its  own  members  and  in  support  of 
programs  to  benefit  the  consuming  public-at- 
large,   and 

Whereas,  the  most  glaring  of  the  consumer 
interest  issues  arising  over  the  past  two  years 
is  that  of  the  high  price  of  prescription  drugs, 
based  on  monopoly  patent  rights,  restricting 
licensing  agreements,  brand  name  promotion 
and  vast  outlays  for  advertising. 

Now,  therefore,  Be  It  Resolved  that  this  Con- 
vention take  appropriate  action  to  call  upon 
the  national  Congress  to  enact  legislation  that 
will  bring  down  the  high  price  of  prescription 
drugs,  combat  misleading  advertising  by  drug 
companies,  and  improve  the  safety  and  useful- 
ness of  drug  products  generally. 

(Submitted  by  Executive  Council  of  the  Mass. 
State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO.) 

RESOLUTION  NO.  20 
Organizing  the  Unorganized 

Whereas :  labor  unions  have  introduced  a 
form  of  industrial  democracy  into  our  plants, 
and 
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Whereas :  organized  labor  has  helped  to  pro- 
mote the  cause  of  the  employees  through  col- 
lective bargaining   and   legislation,   and 

Whereas :  the  organized  employer  is  operat- 
ing under  fair  union  conditions  while  his  un- 
organized competitor  is  threatening  these  con- 
ditions and  standards, 

Therefore,  Be  It  Resolved:  That  this  Conven- 
tion urge  all  its  affiliated  unions  to  step  up 
their  organizing  drives,  and 

Be  it  further  Resolved,  that  all  affiliated 
unions  cooperate  with  other  affiliated  unions  as 
well  as  with  the  organization  and  other  de- 
partments of  the  National  AFL-CIO  in  organ- 
izing drives  in  Massachusetts. 

(Submitted  by  Executive  Council  of  the  Mass. 
State  Labor   Council,   AFL-CIO.) 


RESOLUTION  NO.  21 

Genocide 

Whereas :  The  United  States  took  the  lead 
at  the  General  Assembly  of  the  United  Nations 
when  on  December  9,  1948,  that  body  adopted 
the  Genocide  Convention  making  it  a  crime  un- 
der international  law  to  commit  "acts  intended 
to  destroy  in  whole  or  in  part,  national,  ethnic, 
racial  or  religious  groups"  ;  and 

Whereas  :  The  United  States  urged  adoption 
of  the  Convention,  voted  for  it  at  the  General 
Assembly,  and  urged  immediate  ratification  by 
all  member  states  ;  and 

Whereas  :  The  treaty  has  been  ratified  by  66 
nations  but  continues  to  repose  without  action 
in  the  Foreign  Relations  Committee  of  the 
U.  S.  Senate  ever  since  it  was  sent  there  in 
June  of  1949,  thus  causing  serious  interna- 
tional doubt  of  the  sincerity  of  our  professed 
moral  principles  ;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved  :  That  this  convention  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts State  Labor  Council  reaffirms  its  sup- 
port of  this  treaty  to  outlaw  mass  murder  ;  and 
be  it  further 

Resolved :  That  we  endorse  the  labor  drive 
in  behalf  of  this  measure  that  is  being  spon- 
sored by  the  Jewish  Labor  Committee  ;  and  be 
it  finally 

Resolved :  That  to  aid  this  drive,  this  con- 
vention calls  on  Senators  Saltonstall  and  Ken- 
nedy to  exert  all  possible  effort  toward  prompt 
consideration  and  ratification  of  the  Genocide 
Convention  and  instructs  that  they  be  so  in- 
formed, as  well  as  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  We  also  urge  our  affiliates  to  commem- 
orate Human  Rights  Day,  by  asking  their 
Mayors  and  local  governments  to  issue  state- 
ments or  proclamations  in  support  of  the  Gen- 
ocide Pact  on  that  day  and  to  send  copies  to 
the  President  and  to  our  Senators. 

(Submitted  by  Executive  Council  of  Mass. 
State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO.) 


RESOLUTION  NO.  22 

Unemployment  Benefits  in  a 
Labor  Dispute 

Whereas :  A  pattern  has  developed  in  the 
last  few  years  indicating  that  it  is  the  intent 
of  certain  militantly  anti-union  employer  ele- 
ments to  break  unions  and 

Whereas :  Their  attitude  is  one  of  unyield- 
ing opposition  to  contract  improvements  and 
adamant  insistence  on  wage-cutting  formulas, 
reduction  of  fringe  benefits,  and  the  in- 
corporation of  absolutely  unacceptable  contract 
weakening  provisions,  and 

Whereas :  This  policy  results  in  absolutely 
unavoidable  strikes  whose  only  purpose  from 
the  employer  standpoint  is  to  break  the  union 
and 

Whereas :  These  employer  formented  strikes 
are  the  result  of  the  direct  invasion  by  em- 
ployers of  their  obligation  to  bargain  in  good 
faith  under  the  law  and 

Whereas  :  Other  states  provide  benefits  after 


a  period  of  time  to  persons  out  of  work  as  a 
result  of  a  labor  dispute,  and 

Whereas  the  economies  of  local  communities 
are  depressed  as  a  result  of  a  long  labor 
dispute, 

Therefore  Be  It  Resolved:  That  this  Con- 
vention of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Coun- 
cil, AFL-CIO  go  on  record  as  strongly  urging 
the  passage  of  legislation  providing  that  em- 
ployees involved  in  lengthy  labor  disputes  be 
eligible  for  unemployment  benefits,  and  in- 
struct the  Legislative  Department  to  file  appro- 
priate legislation   to  accomplish  this   purpose. 

(Submitted  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the 
Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO.) 


RESOLUTION  NO.  23 

Civil  Rights 

Whereas:  The  Constitution  of  the  AFL-CIO 
invites  all  workers,  without  regard  to  race, 
creed,  color  or  national  origin  to  share  in  the 
full  benefits  of  union  organization,  and  the 
policies  and  programs  of  the  AFL-CIO  are 
based  on  a  firm  belief  in  and  support  of  the 
principle  freedom  and  equality  for  all  Ameri- 
cans ;  and 

Whereas  :  The  AFL-CIO  national  convention 
has  called  on  all  state  central  bodies  to  re- 
dedicate  themselves  with  all  their  energies  to 
the  cause  of  equality  of  rights  and  oppor- 
tunity ;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved :  That  this  convention  takes  note  of 
our  state  organization's  cooperation  with  state 
and  federal  agencies  and  with  citizen  civil 
rights  bodies  in  order  to  promote  this  objective  ; 
and  be  it  further 

Resolved :  That  this  convention  hails  the  en- 
actment by  Congress  of  a  strong  civil  rights 
bill.  We  pledge  our  support  to  the  AFL-CIO's 
drive  in  behalf  of  enforcement  of  the  spirit 
and  letter  of  the  civil  rights  law  and  the  devel- 
opment of  a  broad-based  community  effort  to 
achieve  voluntary  compliance  ;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved :  That  this  convention  makes  spe- 
cial note  that  the  race  problem  is  inextricably 
tied  up  with  a  truly  successful  war  on  poverty 
and  unemployment — thus  the  importance  of 
maintaining  the  labor-liberal-minority  alliance 
in  the  defense  of  our  common  interests  for 
there  can  be  no  real  fair  employment  without 
full  employment ;  there  can  be  no  real  fair 
housing  unless  there  is  a  drastic  increase  in 
the  supply  of  low  and  middle-income  housing  ; 
there  can  be  no  real  advancement  unless  the 
quality  of  education  is  improved  for  all  children 
and  the  right  of  all  persons  to  higher  educa- 
tion without  economic  discrimination  is  as- 
sured ;  and  be  it  finally 

Resolved :  That  this  convention  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts State  Labor  Council  pledges  itself 
to  full  participation  in  the  advancement  of  civil 
rights  in  the  Commonwealth  ;  we  call  on  all  our 
affiliates  to  set  up  civil  rights  committees  to 
help  carry  out  the  mandates  and  programs  of 
the  AFL-CIO,  both  on  the  action  level  and  on 
the  educational  level  so  that  we  may  realize  the 
swiftest  possible  action  on  all  fronts  to  guar- 
antee freedom,  justice,  equal  opportunity  and 
first-class  citizenship  to  all  our  fellow-Ameri- 
cans. 

(Submitted  by  Executive  Council  of  the 
Mass.  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO.) 


RESOLUTION  NO.  24 

Immigration 

Whereas:  The  AFL-CIO  and  the  Massachu- 
setts State  Labor  Council  have  both  repeatedly 
signified  a  belief  that  America's  immigration 
policies  are  an  index  of  our  humaneness  and  a 
tangible  expression  of  our  national  traditions 
and  our  role  as  a  free  and  democratic  nation 
in  the  world  community  ;  and 

Whereas :      Presidents      Johnson,      Kennedy, 
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Eisenhower  and  Truman,  all  joined  with  labor, 
religious  and  civic  groups  in  condemning  the 
present  immigration  law  and  in  calling  for  its 
revision  ;  and 

Whereas  :  Comprehensive  studies  of  this  issue 
have  been  made  by  private  groups,  and  by  the 
executive  and  legislative  branches  of  govern- 
ment, and  it  would  appear  that  the  time  is  at 
hand  for  final  action  by  the  Congress  ;  there- 
fore be  it 

Resolved :  That  this  convention  of  the  Mass. 
State  Labor  Council  express  its  opposition  to 
the  national  origins  quota  system  which  vi- 
olates America's  belief  in  justice  and  morality 
by  imposing  quotas  rooted  in  racial  and  ethnic 
bigotry.  We  support  the  special  message  sub- 
mitted by  the  late  President  Kennedy  calling 
for  an  equitable,  non-discriminatory  formula 
for  the  admission  of  those  asking  to  enter  the 
United  States  as  immigrants.  We  call  on  this 
state's  Congressional  delegation  to  publicly 
pledge  its  support  of  speedy  revision  of  our 
current  immigration  law  along  these  lines  and 
to  support  Senator  Kennedy's  efforts  in  this 
field. 

(Submitted  by  Executive  Council  of  the 
Mass.   State   Labor   Council,   AFL-CIO.) 


RESOLUTION  NO.  25 

Labor  Program  for  Legislation 

Whereas :  The  labor  movement  of  Massachu- 
setts has  in  the  past  been  among  the  leaders  in 
the  country  in  progressive  and  liberal  legis- 
lation, and 

Whereas  :  One  of  organized  labor's  principal 
legislative  aims  in  the  past  has  been  to  protect 
all  the  working  men  and  women  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, and 

Whereas  :  These  protections  include  disability 
payments  for  all  persons  out  of  work  as  a  re- 
sult of  sickness,  minimum  wages  and  overtime 
for  all  employees,  adequate  unemployment  com- 
pensation and  workmen's  compensation  benefits 
for  workers  related  to  their  wages,  unemploy- 
ment benefits  for  persons  out  of  work  as  a 
result  of  a  labor  dispute  and  other  related 
items. 

Therefore,  be  it  resolved  that  this  Conven- 
tion endorse  the  following  major  legislative 
items  for  1965  : 

1.  Sickness  Disability  for  persons  out  of  work 
as  a  result  of  illness. 

2.  Unemployment  Compensation  Benefits  for 
persons  out  of  work  as  a  result  of  a  labor 
dispute. 

3.  Elimination  of  many  of  the  present  ex- 
emptions from  the  overtime  provisions  of 
the  present  state  law. 

4.  Increased  benefits  under  the  workmen's 
compensation  law  and  a  variable  maxi- 
mum for  benefits  under  the  unemploy- 
ment compensation  law. 

(Submitted  by  Executive  Council  of  the 
Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO.) 


RESOLUTION  NO.  26 

Defense  of  Democracy 

Whereas :  The  extreme  right  appears  to  have 
emerged  from  the  last  national  elections  invig- 
orated, rather  than  weakened  by  their  defeat, 
and  appears  to  be  better  financed  than  ever, 
with  expanded  membership  and  an  increased 
flow  of  propaganda  ;  and 

Whereas :  The  extreme  right  continues  to 
practice  disruptive  tactics  in  the  local  com- 
munity through  its  infiltration  of  such  bodies 
as  school  boards  and  library  boards,  to  spread 
fear  and  confusion  in  our  communities,  to 
utilize  personal  attacks  and  harrassment  and 
ambiguous  innuendoes,  and  to  oppose  progres- 
sive social  legislation,  and  to  attack  organized 
labor  and  its  program  ;  and 

Whereas  :  The  activities  of  the  extreme  right 


create  an  undermining  of  the  democratic 
process  and  our  democratic  governmental  insti- 
tutions, a  situation  that  continually  erodes  our 
faith  in  the  free  American  system  of  govern- 
ment and  could  if  permitted  to  proceed  unop- 
posed and  unchecked  lead  to  the  destruction  of 
the  free  trade  union  movement ;  and 

Whereas :  the  tactics,  the  structure  of  or- 
ganization, and  the  hostile  attitude  toward  the 
democratic  process  by  the  right-wing  extrem- 
ists is  like  unto  that  of  the  extreme  left ;  there- 
fore, be  it 

Resolved :  That  this  convention  of  the  Mass. 
State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  reiterates  its 
condemnation  and  opposition  to  both  the  ex- 
treme right  and  the  extreme  left.  We  urge  our 
members  to  inform  themselves  about  contro- 
versial issues  and  to  exercise  their  rights  as 
citizens  to  participate  actively  in  community 
organizations  and  activities.  We  urge  our  locals 
to  challenge  the  activities  and  the  extreme 
statements  of  the  rightists  in  the  community 
and  on  the  air.  In  view  of  the  evidences  of 
success  by  the  right-wing  on  the  precinct  level 
in  some  areas,  and  on  the  school  level  in  other 
areas,  we  urge  our  locals  to  act  in  concert 
with  other  responsible  and  concerned  organiza- 
tions to  counter  the  activities  of  the  extremists. 
Locals  are  urged  to  make  use  of  materials  on 
this  subject  distributed  by  many  groups  includ- 
ing our  own  COPE,  as  well  as  Group  Research 
Inc.,  and  the  Jewish  Labor  Committee. 

(Submitted  by  Executive  Council  of  the  Mass. 
State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO.) 


RESOLUTION  NO.  27 

Importation  of  Strikebreakers 

Whereas :  The  importation  of  Strikebreakers 
into  the  state  of  Mass.  has  been  hampered  by 
the  requirement  that  they  must  register  as 
strikebreakers,  and 

Whereas :  No  person,  agency,  corporation 
other  than  the  employer  involved  in  a  labor 
dispute,  strike  or  lockout  may  directly  or  in- 
directly import  strikebreakers  into  the  Com- 
monwealth,  and 

Whereas :  Some  cities  have  passed  ordinances 
prohibiting  strikebreakers,  now, 

Therefore  Be  It  Resolved:  That  the  officers 
of  Central  Labor  Councils  and  local  unions  will 
proceed  to  use  their  authority  in  their  own 
cities  and  towns  to  bring  about  an  ordinance 
which  will  prohibit  the  importation  of  strike- 
breakers,  and  be  it  further 

Resolved :  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be 
sent  to  all  locals  of  the  Mass.  Central  Labor 
Councils,  AFL-CIO  with  the  request  that  the 
officers  proceed   to  take  the  above  action. 

(Submitted  by  Matthew  J.  Sokol,  Chairman, 
Legislative  Committee,  Lynn  Typographical 
Union,  Local  120.) 


RESOLUTION  NO.  28 

Cope 

We  recall  with  pride  the  contributions  made 
by  the  trade  union  movement  to  the  building 
of  a  political  and  economic  system  in  our  coun- 
try which  has  brought  human  dignity  and  eco- 
nomic security  to  more  of  its  citizens  than  any 
other  system  in  the  history  of  the  world. 

We  accept  our  responsibility  as  Americans 
and  as  trade  unionists  to  participate  fully  in 
the  political  life  of  the  nation.  There  is  no  piece 
of  legislation  passed  in  the  Federal  or  State 
Legislatures,  no  administrative  decision  made 
by  a  government  agency  which  does  not  bear 
in  some  way  on  the  lives  and  fortunes  of  trade 
union  members.  There  is  no  real  question  of 
whether  trade  unions  should  concern  them- 
selves with  politics.  We  cannot,  in  good  con- 
science avoid  concern  with  the  fate  of  our  state 
and  country. 

As  there  can  be  no  question  of  the  propriety 
of  our  political  activity,  there  can  be  no  ques- 
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tion  of  the  sincerity  of  our  determination  to 
expand  and  improve  our  political  operation. 
We  join  together  in  our  political  effort  for  pre- 
cisely the  same  reasons  we  earlier  joined  to- 
gether in  a  struggle  for  economic  recognition. 
Singly  our  voices  are  weak  ;  in  chorus  they  are 
strong.  Singly,  our  campaign  dollars  are  anony- 
mous, small  change ;  together  they  are  recog- 
nizable representatives  of  a  definite  point  of 
view,  even  if  they  can  never  match  in  size  the 
donations  of  the  wealthy.  Separately  we  have 
not  the  resources  to  inform  ourselves  on  issues 
and   candidates ;   together  we  have. 

Resolved :  This  convention  of  the  Massachu- 
setts AFL-CIO  vigorously  reaffirm  its  dedica- 
tion to  the  principle  of  non-partisan  political 
education  as  a  necessary  ingredient  of  respon- 
sible trade  unionism. 

We  solemnly  pledge  to  fulfill  our  obligation 
to  secure  and  protect  the  legitimate  economic 
and  political  aspirations  of  Massachusetts 
working  men  and  women.  To  achieve  this  pur- 
pose we  call  upon  each  affiliated  National  and 
International  local  union  to  render  aid,  as- 
sistance and  support  to  the  policies  and  pro- 
grams  of   the  Mass.   AFL-CIO   COPE. 

We  hold  it  to  be  a  primary  obligation  of 
trade  union  membership  that  each  member  of 
the  Mass.  AFL-CIO  be  a  registered  voter. 

We  regard  the  voting  record  of  members  of 
the  U.  S.  Congress  and  the  State  Legislature 
as  basic  evidence  of  their  convictions  and  at- 
titudes. These  records  are  available  and  we  urge 
that  every  local  union  distribute  them  to  every 
member   of   their  local. 

We  urge  all  locals  that  have  not  conducted 
their  COPE  Dollar  Drive  for  1965  to  do  so  as 
soon  as  possible. 

We  again  declare  our  independence  of  any 
political  party  and  our  determination  to  sup- 
port worthy  candidates,  regardless  of  party 
affiliation  whose  records  and  attitudes  indicate 
a  devotion  to  the  welfare  of  our  state  and  its 
people. 

(Submitted  by  Executive  Council  of  the  Mass. 
State   Labor   Council,   AFL-CIO.) 


RESOLUTION  NO.  29 

Union  Insurance  of  Group  Plans 

Whereas :  It  is  the  intent  of  all  unions  to 
purchase  goods  and  services  from  brother  union 
members,   and 

Whereas :  At  times  unions  have  been  negli- 
gent in  purchasing  union  goods  and  services 
in  the  insurance  field, 

Be  It  Resolved :  That  all  locals  affiliated  with 
the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council  notify 
the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council  of  their 
intent  to  purchase  or  reopen  any  group  insur- 
ance program. 

Upon  receipt  of  such  intent,  the  Massachu- 
setts State  Labor  Council  shall  notify  the  In- 
surance Workers  International  Union,  AFL- 
CIO  at  1017  12th  Street,  N.W.,  Washington, 
D.  C.   20005. 

( Submitted  by  delegate  Murray  Nerman, 
President,  Local  36,  Insurance  Workers  Inter- 
national Union,   AFL-CIO,   Boston.) 


RESOLUTION  NO.  30 

Patronizing  Union  Insurance  Agents 

Whereas :  The  Insurance  Workers  Interna- 
tional Union,  with  the  aid  of  the  Industrial 
Union  Department,  is  engaged  in  a  great 
struggle  to  organize  the  unorganized  debit  in- 
surance agent  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts.  In 
its  attempt  to  organize  the  unorganized,  the 
Insurance  Workers  International  Union  faces 
the  greatest  concentration  of  wealth  any  union 
has  ever  fought  against,  and 

Whereas  :  A  number  of  resolutions  have  been 
adopted  by  the  various  Mass.  State  Labor  Con- 
ventions endorsing  the  principle  of  buying  in- 
surance from  union  insurance  agents,  and 


Whereas :  Previous  conventions  have  sup- 
ported the  insurance  debit  agents  of  the  fol- 
lowing companies  : 

Boston    Mutual    Insurance    Company — union 
shop 

John   Hancock   Mutual   Life   Insurance   Com- 
pany— union  shop 

Prudential    Insurance   Company — open   shop 

Union  Labor  Life — union  shop 

Whereas :  In  spite  of  all  good  intentions, 
millions  of  dollars  of  insurance  is  still  being 
sold  to  members  of  labor  organizations  by  the 
unorganized  life  insurance  agent,   and 

Whereas :  The  biggest  group  contract  ever 
sold  by  one  large  life  insurance  company  was 
sold  by  the  manager  of  one  of  the  union  shop 
companies  to  a  labor  union.  This  same  contract 
could  have  been  purchased  by  the  union  from 
a  dues  paying  member  of  the  Insurance  Work- 
ers International  Union,  and 

Whereas :  There  is  a  problem  of  education  in 
that  even  in  Union  Shop  Companies,  manage- 
ment personnel,  brokers,  and  ordinary  agents, 
who  are  not  members  of  the  union,  profit  by 
the  confusion  of  the  rank  and  file  union  mem- 
ber,  be  it 

Resolved :  That  this  Convention  respectfully 
but  urgently  call  upon  all  affiliated  interna- 
tional unions,  their  local  unions,  and  their 
members  to  transact  all  life  insurance  and 
hospitalization  insurance  with  members  of  the 
Insurance  Workers  International  Union,  AFL- 
CIO.  Before  purchasing  insurance,  ask  the 
agent  to  show  you  his  Union   Card. 

(Submitted  by  delegate  Murray  Nerman, 
President,  Local  36,  Insurance  Workers  Inter- 
national Union,  AFL-CIO,  Boston.) 


RESOLUTION  NO.  31 

Labor  Participation  in 
Primary  Campaigns 

Whereas :  Labor's  bid  to  provide  Unemploy- 
ment Compensation  for  strikers  was  defeated 
and  more  by  Democrats,  and 

Whereas :  Since  some  of  these  Democrats 
come  from  Districts  so  overwhelmingly  Demo- 
cratic that  no  Republicans  ever  run  against 
them,  and 

Whereas :  Unless  these  same  politicians  who 
vote  against  us  are  opposed  in  the  primary 
campaigns  they  can  never  be  defeated,  there- 
fore : 

Be  It  Resolved :  That  this  Convention  of  the 
Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council  AFL-CIO 
go  on  record  as  calling  for  a  change  in  our 
present  policy  so  that  in  the  future  we  may 
engage  in  primary  campaigns  whenever  and 
wherever  the  situation   demands  it. 

(Submitted  by  Local  No.  11,  United  Packing- 
house, Food  &  Allied  Workers,  (UPWA),  AFL- 
CIO,  Boston,  Benjamin  Magliozzi,  Business 
Agent.) 


RESOLUTION  NO.  32 

Nationalization  of  Government  Control 
of  Industries  or  Services  or  Skills 

Whereas :  The  nationalization  of  industries 
is  an  abhorrent  to  a  free-enterprise  system  as 
we  enjoy  in  these  United  States,  and 

Whereas :  AFL-CIO  unions  detest  the  act  of 
government  taking-over  or  the  threat  of  tak- 
ing-over our  rights  as  independent  working 
men  and  women  and  citizens  as  we  sometimes 
experience  during  incipient  or  actual  strike 
action,   and 

Whereas :  We,  in  the  AFL-CIO,  abhor  com- 
pulsions that  infringe  on  our  American  rights, 
whether  it  be  compulsory  arbitration  or  other 
compulsions  flowing  from  rules  of  regimenta- 
tion by  government  departments,  and 

Whereas :  There  is  no  known  AFL-CIO  union 
on  record  as  favoring  the  nationalization  of 
their  own  specific  union  or  industry,  and 
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Whereas :  Representatives  of  specific  Inter- 
national and  Local  Unions  are  elected  because 
they  have  become  more  expert  concerning  mat- 
ters in  their  particular  industry ;  therefore, 
nationalization  or  governmentalization  of  in- 
dustries should  not  be  an  AFL-CIO  aim  unless 
the  advocate's  own  industry  is  nationalized 
first,   and 

Whereas :  Nationalization  of  an  industry 
would  place  such  workers  under  governmental 
aegis  with  restrictions  on  free  and  open  polit- 
ical action  as  we  understand  it  under  COPE 
because  of  the  restrictions  of  the  Hatch  Act, 
and 

Whereas :  We  in  the  AFL-CIO  advocate  that 
our  government  not  make  available  cheap 
clothing,  steel,  shoes,  tools  and  all  other  prod- 
ucts of  labor  by  glutting  this  country  with 
foreign  made  products  which  is  cheaper  because 
of  cheaper  wages  or  standards  of  these  work- 
ers, and 

Whereas :  Our  education  under  the  Union 
Label  and  Services  program  teach  us  that  we 
should  combat  cheap  goods  and  services  that 
are  a  result  of  cheap  labor  and  low  working 
conditions  of  non-union  shops  in  companies  and 
industries,  and 

Whereas :  Nationalization  of  industries,  par- 
ticularly electric  utilities,  rarely  make  provi- 
sions in  these  laws  for  unionism  through  collec- 
tive bargaining  provisions  which  is  the  main 
reason  for  our  own  existence  as  unions,  and 

Whereas :  The  record  shows  that  barely  3% 
of  all  electric  utilities  under  government  are 
organized   into   the   legitimate   AFL-CIO,    and 

Whereas :  The  record  also  shows  that  whether 
the  electric  utility  is  municipally  owned,  a  pub- 
lic power  district  or  otherwise  controlled  by 
government,  collective  bargaining  has  been  de- 
nied and  Local  Unions  destroyed  or  prevented, 
and 

Whereas :  The  rates  of  pay  and  other  work- 
ing conditions,  on  the  whole,  are  far  inferior 
and  lower  than  those  that  bona-fide  AFL-CIO 
unions   have  negotiated,   and 

Whereas:  The  philosophy  of  Section  14  (b) 
of  the  Taft-Hartley  is  repealed  in  more  than 
92%  of  the  contracts  between  AFL-CIO  unions 
and  private  utilities  in  permissible  states  and 
even  in  the  so-called  "right-to-work"  states, 
AFL-CIO  unions  have  clauses  to  provide  for 
union-security  in  the  event  of  the  repeal  of  this 
obnoxious  section  as  opposed  to  the  factual 
denial  of  unions,  whatsoever,  in  97%  of  the 
so-called  public  power  companies,   and 

Whereas :  The  AFL-CIO  affiliated  unions  in 
the  private  utilities  have  never  advocated  that 
other  AFL-CIO  affiliates  be  placed  under  na- 
tionalization   conditions, 

Therefore,  Be  It  Resolved:  That  this  Eighth 
Constitutional  Convention  of  the  Massachu- 
setts State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO  go  on 
record  of  supporting  the  free-enterprise  system 
and  its  principles  as  practiced  in  the  United 
States  of  America,   and 

Be  It  Further  Resolved:  That  we  oppose  the 
nationalization  or  government  control  of  any 
industry  where  union-represented  Companies 
can  and  will  meet  the  needs  of  the  country  or 
community   adequately. 

(Submitted  by  delegate  Valentine  P.  Murphy, 
Local  387,  Utility  Workers  Union  of  America, 
AFL-CIO,    Boston.) 


RESOLUTION  NO.  33 

Dirksen  Amendment 

Whereas  the  democratic  process  assumes  that 
every  citizen  has  an  equal  voice  in  government 
through  the  ballot  box  ;  and 

Whereas  this  principle  has  been  violated 
through  the  years  in  the  states  where  mal- 
apportionment of  one  or  both  Houses  has 
robbed  many  Americans  of  equal  voting  power 
because  a  minority  of  the  population  —  fre- 
quently rural  —  could  thwart  the  will  of  the 
majority  of  the  population  by  control  of  a 
legislative  majority  ;  and 


Whereas  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  declared  on  June  15,  1964  that  the  "equal 
protection"  clause  of  the  14th  Amendment  to 
the  Constitution  "requires  that  the  seats  in 
both  houses  of  a  bicameral  state  legislature 
must  be  apportioned  on  a  population  basis", 
thus  protecting  the  principle  of  "one  man,  one 
vote"  ;  and 

Whereas  a  coalition  of  conservatives  and 
right-wing  extremists,  obstinate  traditionalists 
and  standpatters,  and  a  variety  of  rural  and 
business  and  lobbying  interests  is  working  to 
overcome  and  nullify  the  Supreme  Court's  de- 
cision via  the  Dirksen  Amendment  to  the  Con- 
stitution to  permit  the  apportionment  of  one 
house  of  a  state  legislature  on  a  basis  other 
than  population,  a  situation  that  could  con- 
ceivably violate  every  American  principle  of 
equality  ;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved  that  this  convention  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts State  Labor  Council  express  its  whole- 
hearted opposition  to  the  Dirksen  Amendment 
and  to  any  other  legislative  move  designed  to 
overcome  the  historic  "one  man,  one  vote"  rul- 
ing of  the  Supreme  Court.  The  success  of  such 
a  move  would  mean  the  hamstringing  of  state 
government  in  meeting  the  needs  of  its  people 
and  the  undermining  of  the  spirit  of  the  Con- 
stitution guaranteeing  each  man  the  right  to 
an  equal  vote.  The  success  of  such  a  move 
would  also  mean  the  crippling  and  delaying  of 
the  kind  of  broad  progressive  social  welfare 
and  economic  legislation  that  organized  labor 
has  supported  and  helped  bring  into  being ; 
AND  be  it  further 

Resolved  that  this  convention  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts State  Labor  Council  congratulates 
Senator  Edward  M.  Kennedy  on  his  vote  against 
the  Dirksen  Amendment  and  urges  him  to  con- 
tinue such  opposition  to  renewed  efforts  by 
Senator  Dirksen  to  serve  the  special  interests 
of  those  seeking  to  return  to  the  system  of 
unfair  malapportioned  state  legislatures.  The 
Secretary-Treasurer  is  also  instructed  to  send 
a  copy  of  this  resolve  to  Senator  Leverett 
Saltonstall  and  urge  him  to  abandon  his  sup- 
port of  Senator  Dirksen  and  to  oppose  the 
Dirksen  Amendment  or  other  amendments  seek- 
ing the  same  effect  when  they  come  before  the 
United  States  Senate. 

(Submitted  by  delegates,  Alfred  Olerio, 
United  Auto  Workers,  Philip  Kramer,  ILGWU 
Boston  Joint  Board. ) 


RESOLUTION   NO.  34 

Soviet  Anti-Semitism 

Whereas  both  the  AFL-CIO  and  the  Massa- 
chusetts State  Labor  Council,  representing  free 
American  working  men  and  women  of  all  races, 
creeds  and  colors,  and  believing  firmly  in  the 
application  of  the  principles  of  the  United 
Nations  Charter  and  the  Declaration  of  Human 
Rights,  have  on  past  occasions  taken  due  notice 
and  denounced  the  manner  in  which  the  Soviet 
Union  has  subjected  Jewish  citizens  of  that 
land  to  special  disabilities  which  indicate  a  de- 
sire for  the  destruction  of  the  religious  and 
cultural  identity  of  that  minority  group  ;  and 

Whereas  the  protests  of  organized  labor,  of 
religious  groups,  and  of  men  of  goodwill  every- 
where against  Soviet  anti-Semitism  have  re- 
sulted in  an  indication  of  sensitivity  of  the 
Soviet  leadership  to  world  opinion  ;  therefore, 
be  it 

Resolved  that  this  convention  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts State  Labor  Council  endorses  the  reso- 
lution of  the  United  States  Senate  condemning 
Soviet  treatment  of  minorities,  and  specifically 
its  denial  to  Jews  of  even  the  same  rights  and 
privileges  extended  to  other  religious  and  ethnic 
groups.  We  join  with  the  AFL-CIO  in  contin- 
uing to  demand  that  the  Soviet  government  put 
an  end  to  its  religious  and  cultural  oppression 
of  Soviet  Jewry,  and  we  urge  our  government 
to  pursue  this  matter  through  various  diplo- 
matic channels  and  to  bring  all  necessary  dip- 
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lomatic  and  other  pressure  to  bear  on  the 
Soviet  Union  to  hasten  the  end  of  its  anti- 
Semitic  policies  and  practices. 

(Submitted  by  delegates  Joseph  Stefani, 
Local  186,  Cooks  &  Pastry  Cooks,  Boston, 
Joseph  A-  Sullivan,  Meat  Cutters  Local  #2, 
Natick,  and  Daniel  F.  Murray,  United  Steel- 
workers  of  America.) 


RESOLUTION  NO.  35 

Human  Rights  Treaties 

Whereas  the  Genocide  Convention,  an  inter- 
national treaty  outlawing  mass  murder  of  ra- 
cial, religious  or  ethnic  groups,  has  been  rati- 
fied by  67  nations  but  has  not  been  ratified 
by  the  United  States  Senate  despite  its  sub- 
mission to  the  Congress  by  President  Truman 
in  1949  ;  and 

Whereas  the  late  President  Kennedy  moved 
in  behalf  of  human  rights  on  a  worldwide  basis 
by  submitting  to  the  Senate  for  ratification  in 
July,  1963,  three  human  rights  treaties,  one  to 
abolish  all  conditions  of  slavery  and  slave 
trade  ;  one  to  prohibit  forced  labor  as  a  means 
of  economic  or  political  coercion,  racial  or  re- 
ligious discrimination,  or  to  "educate"  indi- 
viduals with  dissenting  views  ;  and  one  to  as- 
sure the  right  of  women  to  vote  and  hold  public 
office  on  an  equal  footing  with  men  ;  and 

Whereas  these  latter  treaties,  though  they 
deal  with  basic  rights  long  embedded  in  Ameri- 
can practice  and  law  on  all  levels  of  govern- 
ment have  not  been  acted  upon  by  the  Senate 
despite  the  fact  that  the  anti-slavery  treaty 
has  been  ratified  by  60  nations,  the  anti-forced 
labor  treaty  by  73  nations,  and  the  political 
rights  of  women  treaty  by  44  nations  ;  there- 
fore be  it 

Resolved  that  this  convention  of  the  Mass. 
State  Labor  Council  renews  its  firm  support  of 
the  four  pending  human  rights  treaties.  We 
call  for  their  earliest  ratification  so  that  failure 
to  do  so  may  no  longer  compromise  our  coun- 
try's traditional  championship  of  international 
morality.  And  be  it  further 

Resolved  that  the  Secretary-Treasurer  stand 
instructed  to  send  copies  of  this  resolution  to 
the  State  Department,  to  the  Senate  leaders, 
and  to  Senators  Kennedy  and  Saltonstall,  call- 
ing on  the  latter  to  lend  their  fullest  energies 
to  the  effort  to  bring  these  treaties  to  the  floor 
of  the  Senate. 

(Submitted  by  delegates  Alfred  Olerio, 
United  Auto  Workers,  Julius  Bernstein,  ILGWU 
Local  313,  Joe  Correia,  Local  651,  AFSC  & 
ME.) 


RESOLUTION  NO.  36 

Housing 

Whereas  the  recent  report  of  the  Common- 
wealth's Special  Commission  on  Low-Income 
Housing  indicated  that  259,000  families  —  one 
out  of  every  six  families  in  the  state  —  lives  in 
substandard  housing.  Of  these  families  73,000 
have  annual  incomes  under  $2,000  per  year  and 
can  pay  at  most  $35  per  month  for  rent,  and 
32,000  families  have  annual  incomes  between 
$2000-$3000  per  year  and  can  pay  between 
$35-$50  per  month  for  rent ;  and 

Whereas,  the  report  also  shows  that  because 
of  the  shortage  of  decent,  low-rent  housing, 
families  are  forced  to  pay  high  rents  even  for 
inferior  housing:  of  the  183,000  renter  house- 
holds living  in  substandard  housing,  34,000  pay 
more  than  $80  per  month  rent,  and  of  these 
10,000  pay  more  than  $100.  At  least  70,000  of 
these  renter  households  are  paying  more  than 
25%  of  their  income  for  rent;  and  of  these  at 
least  46,000  are  paying  more  than  35%  ;  and 

Whereas  the  Report  of  the  Massachusetts 
Advisory  Committee  to  the  United  States  Com- 
mission on  Civil  Rights  indicates  that  poor 
families,  and  in  particular  minority  group  poor 


families  pay  a  disproportionately  high  rent  for 
the  inferior  housing  they  occupy,  paying  a 
higher  percentage  of  their  incomes  for  less 
satisfactory   accommodations  ;   and 

Whereas  this  Report  also  charges  that  the 
neighborhoods  of  overpriced,  substandard  dwell- 
ings tend  to  have  the  common  attributes  of 
present-day  ghettos :  higher  rates  of  infant 
mortality  and  tuberculosis,  poorer  education 
and  recreational  facilities,  more  noise,  more 
filth,  more  traffic  congestion,  and  more  delin- 
quency ;  and 

Whereas  organized  labor  is  committed  to 
fighting  for  "an  expanded,  comprehensive, 
forward-looking  housing  program  aimed  at 
providing  a  decent  home  for  every  family,  re- 
gardless of  race  or  income,  in  well-planned, 
modern  communities"  and  "the  cornerstone  of 
labor's  housing  program  is  a  large-scale,  low- 
rent  public  housing  program  to  provide  decent 
homes  for  low-income  families"  as  well  as  "an 
effective  program  of  low-interest  long-term 
loans  to  provide  good  homes  within  their  means 
to  moderate-income  families"  ;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved  that  this  Convention  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts State  Labor  Council  endorses  the  gen- 
eral principles  of  H.4040,  the  Report  and  rec- 
ommendations of  the  Special  Commission  on 
Low-Income  Housing,  which  recommends  a 
state  rehabilitation  loan  guarantee  fund  to  en- 
courage private  lending  institutions  to  lend 
money  at  normal  rates  in  blighted  areas  ;  state 
assistance  to  code  enforcement  locally ;  a  re- 
ceivership and  other  bills  to  protect  tenants  in 
slum  areas  ;  a  rental  assistance  program ;  in- 
creased state  contributions  for  housing  for  the 
elderly ;  to  set  up  a  Mass.  Housing  Finance 
Agency  ;  and  to  develop  new  state  public  hous- 
ing programs  for  low-income  families. 

(Submitted  by  delegates  Joseph  A.  Sullivan, 
Meat  Cutters  Local  #2,  Natick,  Daniel  F.  Mur- 
ray, United  Steelworkers  of  America,  and 
Julius  Bernstein,  Local  313,  I.L.G.W.U.) 


RESOLUTION  NO.   37 

Civil  Rights 

Whereas  the  American  Negro  is  engaged  to- 
day, together  with  millions  of  his  fellow- 
citizens,  in  a  campaign  for  full  freedom  and 
equality  ;  and 

Whereas  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor 
Council  has  repeatedly  given  its  firm  endorse- 
ment and  pledged  its  full  support  to  the 
achievement  of  equality  of  opportunity  for  all 
Americans,  regardless  of  race,  color  or  creed 
in  the  fields  of  employment,  housing  and  edu- 
cation ;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved  that  this  convention  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts State  Labor  Council  continues  to  ex- 
tend labor's  support  and  solidarity  to  the  civil 
rights  movement.  We  rededicate  ourselves  to 
combating  the  evils  of  discrimination  and  pov- 
erty. We  pledge  ourselves  not  only  to  struggle 
for  equality  of  opportunity,  but  for  the  very 
existence  of  that  opportunity.  In  the  field  of 
employment  we  shall  continue  to  work  for  fair 
employment  and  for  full  employment.  In  the 
area  of  housing  we  shall  continue  to  press  for 
fair  housing  practices  and  for  a  supply  of  low- 
income  housing  that  is  badly  needed  by  fam- 
ilies on  the  bottom  of  the  economic  scale.  So 
too  shall  we  press  for  the  existence  and  the 
effective  and  meaningful  enforcement  of  safety 
codes  and  sanitary  codes  in  the  slum  areas 
where  all  too  many  minority  group  members 
have  to  live.  In  the  field  of  education  we  re- 
iterate labor's  historic  concern  for  our  greatest 
national  resource  —  our  children  —  and  for  the 
availability  to  our  children  of  a  free  and  equal 
integrated  education.  We  affirm  the  resolution 
of  the  national  AFL-CIO  that  de  facto  segre- 
gation in  schools,  which  is  common  in  the 
North  and  "arises  not  from  laws  but  from 
neighborhood  housing  patterns"  and  the  loca- 
tion of  old  schools,  "is  no  more  morally  defen- 
sible than   segregation   arising   out  of  the  law. 
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All  elements  of  the  community,  including  school 
officials,  urban  planners,  and  unions,  need  to 
make  positive  efforts  to  ensure  that  the  schools 
will  be  meeting  places  for  children  of  different 
races,  different  nationality  backgrounds,  and 
different  levels  of  family  income."  And,  be  it 
further 

Resolved  that  this  convention  calls  on  every 
affiliate  to  continue  to  give  its  vigorous  support 
to  civil  rights  legislation  in  the  Congress  and 
in  the  state  legislature  ;  to  set  up  Fair  Prac- 
tices Committees  which  shall  establish  vigorous 
civil  rights  programs  and  shall  integrate  their 
activities  with  those  of  our  standing  Committee 
on  Civil  Rights  ;  and  to  make  every  possible 
effort  to  include  effective  anti-discrimination 
clauses  in  all  collective  bargaining  agreements 
and  to  assure  full  and  free  access  to  member- 
ship and  to  apprentice  training  programs  based 
on  ability  but  without  discrimination  on  ac- 
count of  race,  creed  or  color,  and  in  keeping 
with  the  civil  rights  policy  of  the  AFL-CIO. 

(Submitted  by  delegates  Joseph  Stefani,  Lo- 
cal 186,  Cooks  and  Pastry  Cooks,  Boston, 
Joseph  A.  Sullivan,  Meat  Cutters  Local  #2, 
Natick,  Daniel  F.  Murray,  United  Steelworkers 
of  America.) 


RESOLUTION  NO.  38 

The  Prevention  and  Control  of 
Problem  Drinking 

Whereas,  the  AFL-CIO  Community  Service 
activities  under  Director  Leo  Perlis  has  been 
carrying  on  intensive  educational  work  in  vari- 
ous fields  of  public  health,  including  problem 
drinking  and 

Whereas,  it  is  estimated  that  there  are  over 
(2,000,000)  two  million  known  problem  drink- 
ers in  industry,  most  of  them  without  adequate 
or  any  referral  facilities  for  treating  this  con- 
dition and 

Whereas,  since  proper  referral  has  success- 
fully been  tried  and  is  in  use  in  some  union 
locals,  with  gratifying  success.  Resulting  in 
members  (both  male  and  female)  maintaining 
their  jobs,  homes,  families  and  self-respect. 

Resolved,  that  this  Convention  of  the  Mass. 
State  Labor  Council  urge  all  affiliated  union 
locals  to  work  with  regional  AFL-CIO  Com- 
munity Services  in  setting  up  a  program  of 
helpful  action  for  problem  drinkers  who  might 
be  of  their  local. 

(Submitted  by  Community  Services  Commit- 
tee of  the  Mass.  State  Labor  Council,  AFL- 
CIO.) 


RESOLUTION  NO.  39 

Establishing  Permanent  Fund  for 
John  F.  Kennedy  Memorial  Scholarship 

Whereas :  The  Seventh  Annual  Convention 
adopted  a  resolution  establishing  the  John  F. 
Kennedy  Memorial  Scholarship  in  conjunction 
with  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council 
Scholarship   Award  Program  ;  and 

Whereas :  The  resolution  established  "that 
the  Committee  on  Education  become  the  over- 
seers of  the  Fund  and  that  the  Director  of  the 
Department  of  Education  and  Research  be  em- 
powered to  solicit  annually  all  of  the  affiliated 
local  unions  with  the  Massachusetts  State  La- 
bor Council,  AFL-CIO,  for  contributions  for 
the  John  F.  Kennedy  Memorial  Scholarship 
Fund"  to  award  $1,000  as  the  top  award  in  the 
Scholarship  Award  Program,  and 

Whereas :  The  additional  award  contributed 
in  a  great  measure  in  the  expansion  of  the 
participation  in  the  program,  and 

Whereas  :  Over  $2,000  was  raised  in  the  ini- 
tial solicitation  ;  therefore,  be  it 


Resolved :  That  the  delegates  to  this  Eighth 
Annual  Convention  establish  a  goal  of  $25,000 
for  the  John  F.  Kennedy  Memorial  Scholarship 
Fund,  and  be  it  further 

Resolved :  That  the  Director  of  Education 
and  Research  be  empowered  to  solicit  by  sub- 
scriptions and  pledges  from  local  unions,  coun- 
cils, conferences,  etc.  until  the  goal  is  attained, 
and  be  it  further 

Resolved  :  That  the  Committee  on  Education 
shall  act  as  the  Trustees  of  the  Fund  and  be 
empowered  to  invest  it  in  an  appropriate  man- 
ner that  the  proceeds  will  sustain  the  $1,000 
Scholarship  Award  permanently. 

(Submitted  by  delegates  Francis  E.  Lavigne, 
Brockton  Central  Labor  Council,  Raffaele  Val- 
entino, Barbers  Local  238,  Brockton,  Charles 
M.  Johnston,  Norfolk  County  Central  Labor 
Council,  and  John  Donovan,  Laundry  Workers, 
Local  66,  Boston.) 


RESOLUTION   NO.  40 

Repeal  of  Taft  Hartley  14(b) 

Whereas,  the  free  trade  union  movement  is 
the  basic  private  institution  in  our  American 
economic  and  political  system  which  is  based  on 
the  fundamentals  of  our  Constitutional  prin- 
ciples that  deal  with  governing  peoples  ;  and 

Whereas,  no  citizen  of  our  nation  can  divorce 
himself  from  the  decisions  made  by  majority 
consent  ;  and 

Whereas,  any  employees  who  are  recognized 
by  majority  consent  to  represent  themselves 
through  a  trade  union  for  bargaining  with  an 
employer  usually  desire  that  all  such  like  sit- 
uated employees  of  the  same  employer  should 
not  be  allowed  to  divorce  themselves  from  the 
responsibilities  of  participation  in  the  sole  col- 
lective bargaining  unit  with  said  employer,  and 

Whereas,  Section  14(b)  of  the  National  Labor 
Relations  Act  (NLRA  —  Taft-Hartley  amend- 
ments) permits  individual  states  to  determine 
if  any  individual  employee  shall  have  the  right 
to  declare  himself  supreme  to  the  desires  of  the 
majority,  therefore  divorcing  himself  from  his 
"citizenship"  responsibilities  while  otherwise 
being  provided  all  the  benefits  of  that  employer- 
related  citizenship  group  that  have  been  the 
result  of  the  democratic  decisions  negotiated  by 
majority  consent  of  the  employees  in  his  bar- 
gaining unit,  and 

Whereas,  all  Americans,  should  view  with 
objective  perspective  the  historical  decisions  of 
our  founding  fathers,  therefore  recognizing  the 
abhorrence  expressed  by  our  founders  with  the 
concept  that  any  individual  should  be  permitted 
to  stand  separate  and  apart  of  his  own  volition 
from  the  duties  and  responsibilities  which  the 
American  society  established  even  as  this  so- 
ciety provided  him  his  only  opportunity  to 
secure  his  liberty,  and 

Whereas,  the  repeal  of  Section  14(b)  has  in 
this  Session  of  the  Congress  already  passed  the 
House  of  Representatives  (HR77),  is  now 
pending  before  the  Senate,  and  would  by  its 
passage  reestablish  for  free  trade  unions  in 
this  nation  the  basic  concepts  of  our  republic 
and  our  democratic  process  in  the  working  life 
of  our  people,  and 

Whereas,  said  repeal  will  remove  one  of  the 
only  actions  of  a  prior  Congress  in  which  indi- 
vidual states  may  interfere  with  the  equality 
of  economic  opportunity,  the  equality  of  trade 
union  democracy,  and  the  equality  of  the  guar- 
antees of  our  Constitution  in  the  free  flow  of 
commerce  between  our  states,  all  of  which  are 
interferences  with  the  rights  and  privileges 
otherwise  reserved  by  our  Constitution  to  the 
Federal  Government  rather  than  to  the  states  ; 
interferences  which  promote  discrimination 
against  working  people  of  all  trades,  occupa- 
tions, and  professions,  and  interferences  basic- 
ally aimed  at  keeping  wages  low  while  literally 
promoting  economic  and  political  poverty 
among  peoples  in  nineteen  of  our  fifty  states, 
therefore  be  it 


Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO 


13 


Resolved :  that  the  1965  convention  of  the 
Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council  AFL-CIO 
urge  the  repeal  of  Section  14(b)  of  the  Taft- 
Hartley  Law  at  this  session  of  the  Congress, 
and  be  it  further 

Resolved :  that  this  Convention  forward  im- 
mediately to  each  of  the  one  hundred  members 
of  the  U.S.  Senate  copies  of  this  resolution 
urging  the  repeal  of  Section  14(b)  of  the 
NLRA  at  this  Session  of  the  Congress,  and  be 
it  further 

Resolved  :  that  copies  of  this  resolution  also 
be  furnished  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
the  President  of  the  AFL-CIO,  and  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Executive  Council  of  the  AFL-CIO 
for  the  purpose  of  expressing  appreciation  on 
behalf  of  Massachusetts  union  members  for  the 
leadership  and  initiative  that  these  officials 
have  provided  toward  the  repeal  of  14(b),  a 
blight  which  otherwise  has  been  allowed  to  de- 
teriorate in  practice  the  Constitutional  funda- 
mentals of  our  American  way  of  life. 

(Submitted  by  Lynn  Teachers  Union  Local 
1037,  AFT.) 


RESOLUTION  NO.  41 

To  Amend  the  Law  Relative  to 
the  Board  of  Registration  of  Barbers 

Whereas :  For  years  union  barbers  have 
worked  for  the  betterment  of  the  barbering  in- 
dustry, to  establish  and  maintain  health  stand- 
ards in  the  barber  shops  for  the  protection  of 
the  patronizing  public  throughout  the  Com- 
monwealth  of   Massachusetts,   and 

Whereas  :  In  1934  the  Legislature  created  the 
Board  of  Registration  of  Barbers  consisting  of 
three  commissioners  (barbers  by  occupation), 
one  appointed  annually  by  the  Governor  to 
serve  a  term  of  three  years,  and 

Whereas :  At  the  annual  convention  of  the 
Massachusetts  State  Association  of  Journeymen 
Barbers,  Hairdressers,  Cosmetologists  and  Pro- 
prietors International  Union,  they  choose  by 
secret  ballot  three  members  whose  names  are 
presented  to  the  Governor  through  the  Massa- 
chusetts State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  and 

Whereas :  Governor  have  too  frequently  by- 
passed the  names  submitted  and  have  used  the 
Board  as  a  means  of  satisfying  political  pa- 
tronage leading  to  the  deterioration  of  the 
Board  by  non-union  barbers,  such  as  is  the  case 
at  present  where  none  of  the  three  commis- 
sioners are  members  of  the  Barbers  Union  ; 
therefore,  be  it 

Resolved  :  That  the  Massachusetts  State  Bar- 
bers Association  asks  the  assistance  of  the  dele- 
gates assembled  at  this  convention  in  correct- 
ing this  situation  by  means  of  further  legisla- 
tion, and  therefore,  be  it  further 

Resolved :  That  this  Council  support  legisla- 
tion to  be  filed  by  the  Massachusetts  State  As- 
sociation of  Journeymen  Barbers,  Hairdressers, 
Cosmetologists  and  Proprietors  International 
Union  of  America  amending  the  existing  law 
which  established  the  Board  of  Registrars  of 
Barbers  to  make  it  mandatory  that  one  com- 
missioner of  the  Board  of  Registration  of  Bar- 
bers shall  be  a  member  of  the  Barbers  Union 
Local  affiliated  with  the  Massachusetts  State 
Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  and  that  he  shall  be 
selected  from  tha  list  of  names  submitted  to  the 
Governor  by  th6  State  Association  through  the 
Massachusetts   State   Labor   Council,   AFL-CIO. 

(Submitted  by  delegate  Raffaele  Valentino, 
Mass.  State  Barbers  Assoc,  Local  238,  Brock- 
ton.) 


RESOLUTION  NO.  42 

Labor  Participation  in 
Primary  Elections 

Whereas  :  It  is  the  policy  of  the  Massachusetts 
State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  in  the  tradition 
of    organized    labor    as    set    down    by    Samuel 


Gompers,   "To  assist  our  friends  and  to  defeat 
our  enemies,"  and 

Whereas :  Many  of  our  friends  need  our 
assistance  in  primary  elections  if  they  are 
going  to  be  elected,  and 

Whereas :  We  should  be  able  through 
COPE  to  give  the  kind  of  assistance  needed 
to  friends  of  organized  labor  to  assure  in  their 
election,  and 

Whereas :  In  the  past  our  COPE  Commit- 
tee has  not  had  the  right  to  actively  take  part 
in  primary  elections,  now 

Therefore  Be  It  Resolved  :  That  this  Conven- 
tion assembled  in  Boston,  Massachusetts  does 
hereby  empower  and  authorize  the  COPE 
Committee  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor 
Council,  AFL-CIO  to  actively  participate  in 
and  assist  friends  of  organized  labor  in  pri- 
mary elections. 

(Submitted  by  delegate  Joseph  A.  Sullivan, 
Meat  Cutters  Local  #2,  Natick.) 


RESOLUTION  NO.   43 

Congratulations  to  Joe  Cass 

Whereas :  The  University  of  Massachusetts 
has  seen  fit  to  reach  into  the  ranks  of  or- 
ganized labor  and  appoint  Joseph  J.  Cass, 
the  Director  of  the  COPE  Department  of  the 
Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO, 
as  Assistant  Director,  Labor  Relations  and  Re- 
search Center,  University  of  Massachusetts,  and 

Whereas:  Joseph  J.  Cass  has  served  us  faith- 
fully and  well  in  the  position  of  COPE  Di- 
rector, and 

Whereas  :  He  has  been  an  inspiration  to  all 
Officers  and  members  of  organized  labor  in  Mas- 
sachusetts in  our  efforts  to  elect  our  friends 
and  defeat  our  enemies,  and 

Whereas  :  He  has  woi-ked  long  and  hard  this 
year  with  the  President,  the  Secretary-Treas- 
urer, and  the  other  Officers  and  the  Committee 
on  Taxation  to  gain  labor's  big  objective  at  the 
State  House,  the  defeat  of  Sales  Tax  Legisla- 
tion, and 

Whereas :  His  efforts  throughout  his  many 
years  of  service  to  organized  labor  have  earned 
for  him  the  right  to  be  recognized  as  a  great 
Labor  Leader,  now 

Therefore  Be  It  Resolved  :  That  this  Conven- 
tion assembled  in  Boston,  .  Massachusetts  does 
hereby,  by  the  passage  of  this  Resolution,  go  on 
record  as  expressing  our  thanks  to  him  for  all 
he  has  done  on  our  behalf  by  rising  and  giving 
him  a  rousing  round  of  applause,  and 

Be  It  Further  Resolved :  That  this  Conven- 
tion does  hereby  go  on  record,  by  the  passage 
of  this  Resolution,  as  extending  to  him  our 
cooperation  in  his  new  position,  and 

Be  It  Further  Resolved :  That  this  Resolution 

be  suitably  framed  and  presented  to  Joseph  J. 

Cass  as  a  token  of  our  esteem  and  appreciation. 

(Submitted    by    delegate    Joseph    A.    Sullivan, 

Meat  Cutters  Local  #2,  Natick.) 


RESOLUTION  NO.  44 

Vote  of  Thanks 

Whereas  :  The  Departments  of  the  Massachu- 
setts State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  have  done 
a  remarkable  job  in  taking  care  of  the  activ- 
ity and  business  of  the  Council,  and 

Whereas :  Francis  E.  Lavigne,  Director  of 
Education,  James  A.  Broyer,  Legislative  Direc- 
tor, Albert  G.  Clifton,  Legislative  Consultant, 
Joseph  J.  Cass,  COPE  Director,  and  Gerard 
Kable,  Public  Relations  Director,  are  carrying 
on  their  work  in  such  a  way  that  they  bring 
much  credit  and  prestige  to  the  Massachusetts 
State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO  by  their  com- 
bined good  work,  now 

Therefore  Be  It  Resolved  :  That  this  Conven- 
tion of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council, 
AFL-CIO  assembled  at  the  Statler  Hilton  Hotel, 
Boston,   Massachusetts   this    October,    1965   does 
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hereby  go  on  record  as  endorsing  their  good 
work  and  does  hereby  compliment  them  for  a 
job  well  done,  and 

Be  It  Further  Resolved :  That  the  delegates 
to  this  Convention  assembled  in  Boston  at  the 
Statler  Hilton  Hotel  in  October,  1965  does  give 
them  a  rising  vote  of  thanks. 

(Submitted  by  delegate  Joseph  A.  Sullivan, 
Meat  Cutters  Local  #2,  Natick.) 


RESOLUTION  NO.  45 

CONSTITUTIONAL  AMENDMENT 
Per  Capita  Increase 

Whereas  :  Increased  demands  upon  the  facil- 
ities of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council, 
AFL-CIO,  in  political  action  legislation  both 
state  and  national,  in  the  field  of  education,  in 
extending   our   public   relations   endeavors,    and 

Whereas :  Since  the  merging  of  the  AFL 
and  CIO  increased  costs  of  the  materials  and 
supplies  of  utilities,  as  well  as  services,  rents, 
etc.  have  eaten  deeply  into  the  per  capita  in- 
come of  the  Council,  and 

Whereas :  The  present  per  capita  tax  as 
viewed  in  the  auditors  report  is  wholly  com- 
mitted and  provides  no  funds  for  further  ex- 
panding our  efforts  thereby  creating  a  situa- 
tion which  will  be  dangerous  to  every  worker 
in  Massachusetts  in  maintaining  high  living 
standards,  in  carrying  out  our  programs  for 
improved  benefits  in  workmen's  compensation, 
unemployment  compensation,  minimum  wages, 
anti-injunction  laws,  and  the  innumerable  ef- 
forts and  appearances  which  we  are  called 
upon  to  make.  Therefore  be  it 

Resolved :  That  the  Massachusetts  State  La- 
bor Council,  AFL-CIO,  assembled  in  its  8th 
Annual  Convention  in  the  City  of  Boston,  ad- 
just the  schedule  of  per  capita  payments  ;  and 
be  it  further 

Resolved:  That  commencing  on  January  1, 
1966,  Article  VIII,  Section  1  in  line  2  shall  be 
amended  to  read  "at  seven  cents  (!(•)  per 
month  for  each  of  their  dues-paying  members," 
and  that  Article  VIII,  Section  2,  shall  be 
amended  to  read  "Local  central  bodies  other 
than  local  unions  and  local  unions  with  sixty 
(60)  or  less  members  shall  pay  a  monthly  fee 
of  five  dollars   ($5.00)." 

(Submitted  by  delegates  Francis  E.  Lavigne 
and  Thomas  Townsend,  Brockton  Central  La- 
bor Council,  AFL-CIO.) 


RESOLUTION  NO.  46 

Union  Label  Drawing 
Registration  Fee 

Whereas,  The  Union  Label  Department  of 
the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council,  AFL- 
CIO,  has  the  responsibility  of  calling  to  the 
attention  of  all  working  people  our  desire  that 
they  should  buy  Union  Made  Goods  and  use 
Union  Services,  and 

Whereas,  This  Committee  has  been  working 
under  a  hardship  because  of  its  lack  of  funds, 
and 

Whereas,  The  finances  to  support  this  Com- 
mittee come  only  from  the  dues  from  Member 
Locals  and  Councils  and  the  dues  are  small 
and  not  much  money  is  realized  from  this  sys- 
tem to  carry  out  the  work  of  the  Committee, 
and 

Whereas,  each  year  the  Union  Label  Com- 
mittee at  the  Annual  Convention  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  does 
a  very  fine  job  in  arranging  its  Union  Label 
display  and  in  holding  a  drawing  and  giving 
away  to  the  delegates  the  articles  on  its  dis- 
play, and 

Whereas,  This  drawing  has  become  an  an- 
nual feature  of  the  Convention  and  is  looked 
forward  to  by  the  delegates,  now  therefore 
be  it 


Resolved  :  That  the  Massachusetts  State  La- 
bor Council,  AFL-CIO,  assembled  in  Conven- 
tion at  the  Statler-Hilton  Hotel,  Boston,  Mas- 
sachusetts, does  hereby  establish  a  Union 
Label  Registration  Fee  of  $1.00  for  every  del- 
egate in  attendance  at  the  annual  convention 
of  the  Massachusetts  State  Labor  Council, 
AFL-CIO,  and  further  that  all  guests  desiring 
to  participate  in  the  activities  of  the  Union 
Label  Committee  may  purchase  for  $1.00  a 
Participating  Registration.  All  those  so  regis- 
tered shall  be  permitted  to  participate  in  the 
Union  Label  Committee  Convention  activities, 
including  the  drawing,  and  the  proceeds  shall 
be  turned  over  to  the  Treasury  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Union  Label  Council  of  the  Massachu- 
setts State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  to  defray 
the  expenses  incurred. 

(Submitted  by  delegates  Louis  R.  Govoni, 
Hotel  Catering  Local  277,  Boston,  Edward  F. 
O'Neil,  Local  387,  U.W.U.A.,  AFL-CIO,  Bos- 
ton, James  B.  Lavin,  Local  2530,  United  Steel- 
workers  of  America,  AFL-CIO,  and   others.) 


RESOLUTION  NO.   47 

Protection  of  Gratuity  Employees 

Whereas  :  Many  employees  in  the  Hotel  and 
Restaurant  Industry  make  their  living  on 
tips  ;  and 

Whereas :  Many  of  the  tips  intended  for 
these  employees  are  diverted  and  are  never 
received  by  the  employees  ;   and 

Whereas :  These  employees  are  usually  paid 
low  wages  on  the  assumption  that  their  wages 
together  with  their  tips  will  provide  a  decent 
wage  ; 

Therefore  Be  It  Resolved :  That  the  Massa- 
chusetts State  Labor  Council,  AFL-CIO,  sub- 
mit legislation  to  protect  these  employees  by 
making  it  a  crime  to  take  any  or  all  of  the  tip 
or  service  charge  that  is  left  for  an  employee  ; 
and 

Be  It  Further  Resolved :  That  any  gratuity 
or  service  charge  that  is  added  to  a  check  is 
presumed  to  be  left  for  the  employees  who  ac- 
tually perform  the  service  unless  specifically 
stated  otherwise  ;  and 

Be  It  Further  Resolved  :  That  any  violations 
be  punished  by  full  restitution  and  a  $100  fine 
for  the  first  offense  and  by  full  restitution  and 
$100  fine  and/or  ten  days  in  jail  for  each 
subsequent  offense. 

(Submitted  by  delegates  Louis  R.  Govoni, 
Rita  M.  Barton,  Susanna  M.  Mulvey,  Hotel, 
Catering  and  Waitresses  Union  Local  277, 
Boston.) 


RESOLUTION   NO.  48 

Support  of  the  Union  Labor  Life 
Insurance  Company 

Whereas  :  The  American  Federation  of  Labor 
in  1923,  by  action  taken  in  Convention,  ap- 
pointed a  Committee  to  study  the  practices  of 
the  insurance  industry  as  they  then  related  to 
wage-earners  and  union  members,  and 

Whereas  :  The  findings  of  this  Committee  re- 
ported to  the  Convention  in  1925,  indicated  the 
need  and  the  value  of  an  insurance  company 
that  would  be  aware  of  and  sympathetic  to  the 
problems  and  objectives  of  the  Labor  Movement 
of  America  in  helping  to  provide  greater  finan- 
cial protection  for  union  members  and  their 
families,  and 

Whereas :  The  Union  Labor  Life  Insurance 
Company  was  organized  as  a  direct  result  of 
this  action  taken  by  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  and  since  1927  has  been  engaged  in 
promoting  the  interests  of  labor  groups  in  the 
fields  of  Group  and  Individual  Life  Insurance, 
Group  Health  Insurance,  and  most  recently, 
Pension  and  Retirement  Benefits,  and 

Whereas :  The  Union  Labor  Life  Insurance 
Company    has    amply   demonstrated    its    compe- 
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tence  and  integrity  by  becoming  one  of  the  Resolved :  That  this  Convention  reaffirm  its 
foremost  underwriters  of  group  insurance  in  endorsement  and  support  of  The  Union  Labor 
the  country,  be  it  Life  Insurance  Company  and  recommend  to  all 
Resolved :  That  this  Convention  recognize  affiliated  and  associated  Local  Unions  the  co- 
the  true  affinity  of  this  Company  with  the  La-  operative  consideration  of  the  services  of  the 
bor  Movement  of  America  by  reason  of  the  fact  Union  Labor  Life  Insurance  Company  in  the 
that  its  stock  is  owned  principally  by  Inter-  establishment  of  programs  of  Group  Life  In- 
national  Unions  and  its  operation  is  guided  by  surance,  Health  and  Welfare  Funds,  and  Re- 
Directors  who  are  at  the  same  time  outstanding  tirement  and  Pension  Programs. 
Trade  Unionists  and,  for  the  most  part,  active  (Submitted  by  delegate  Francis  E.  Lavigne, 
officers  of  International  Unions  of  the  AFL-  Brockton  Central  Labor  Council.) 
CIO,  and  be  it  further 


NOTES 


